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Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1869. The first inter-racial baseball game is played in the city1. The 

Black Pythians vs. the white Olympics with the Pythians as the victors. The Knights of Labor is 

established as the United States’ first national industrial union.2 An animal cruelty statue was 

established that eliminated dogfighting.3 The Schuylkill River experienced its most significant 

flooding event of all time, cresting at 17 feet.4  

Family Group One 

However, the most important event of the year occurred on August 11th when Harry Forrest 

was born to Edwin and Anna Cook.5 Edwin was a soap and candle manufacturer, and Anna or 

“Annie” was a homemaker. At the time of Harry’s birth, they lived with their Irish domestic, 

Annie Ward, in Philadelphia Ward 15, District 43.6. In 1873, Harry was joined by his brother 

Edwin Jr. According to the 1880 census, the family lived at 402 N. 43rd Street. Edwin Sr. was a 

hide and tallow manufacturer and Anna, a homemaker. They had a servant named Rachel 

Harris who lived with them, also from Philadelphia.7 

Sallie Matille Prickett was born to Dillwyn Prickett and Eliza Malpass in Philadelphia on 

December 22, 18708… or 1871.9 Dillwyn Prickett was a druggist on the corner of Reed and S. 

10th in Philadelphia.10 Census records indicate that Eliza, a 25-year-old from Walcot, Bath, 

England, was counted among her family in the 1870 census which took place on November 15th. 

She married Dillwyn on November 16, 1870. 11 Sallie’s age at the time of her marriage is listed 

as 19 which would put her birth in 1871. Sallie’s death certificate and gravestone list her birth 

year as 1870. 12Did Dillwyn and Eliza marry because little Sallie was on the way? Did she tell 
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people she was born in 1871 to avoid scandal? Possibly.  According to probate records, Mr. 

Prickett died in 1876 in Burlington, New Jersey. 13 

Sallie Matille Prickett married Harry Forrest Cook on October 21, 1891,14 at St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The wedding reception took place at the home 

of the bride’s parents who are listed as Mr. and Mrs. Carl Gardeicke, at 1007 Spruce Street. City 

directories confirm that Mrs. Carl Gardeicke is Eliza. Edwin, Harry’s brother is listed as page and 

the bride’s brother, Harry Malpass, is listed as an usher. 15 

Matille Anna was born to Sallie and Harry on September 12, 1892, according to her baptism 

records16 and 1893 according to her death certificate17, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

In January of 1898, Harry and Sallie and Harry’s parents attended the Royal St. Laurence Yacht 

Club Ball at Windsor Hall, according to The Gazette. 18 

Marion Elizabeth was born to Sallie and Harry on August 26, 1899, in Quebec, Canada.19 

Early family ties are being formed at The Century Cavaliers dance attended by Mrs. Edwin F. 

Cook, Marion Elizabeth’s grandmother, and Mrs. E.A. Gaskill, the grandmother of Joseph 

Franklin Gaskill, Marion’s future spouse. The dance took place at the Academy of Music in April 

of 1890 as reported by The Philadelphia Times.20 

The 1901 Census of Canada lists the Cooks living in the Hochelaga district of Quebec, Canada. 

21Matille Anna is 8-years old, Marion is one.. Two French domestics lived with them, Euphrosine 

Cyr and Malvina Grenier. The immigration year is listed as 1879. Perhaps Harry found work in 
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Canada and came back to America, met and married Sallie and they came back to Canada to 

start their family.  

Lillian Faye is born to Sallie and Harry on July 14, 1901, in Quebec, Canada.22  

Harry Forrest Jr. is born to Sallie and Harry on July 20, 1903, in Quebec, Canada. 23 

In 1907 The Philadelphia Inquirer reports that Sallie joined a women’s automobile club, an 

auxiliary of the Quaker City Motor Club. 24 

The Gazette reported Harry, a representative of the D.B. Martin Co., Ltd as a new member of 

the International Exhibition of Agriculture in July of 1909. The D.B. Martin Co. manufactured 

“Neet feet and Lard Oils”.  They also made glue and Harry raised horses and that’s as much 

thought as I want to give to that. 25 

Edwin Forrest Cook, Harry’s father died of vascular heart disease on October 18, 1911, at home, 

213 S. 41st Philadelphia. 26 

The 1910 Census is a swollen Cook household with eight members listed at 224 South 44th 

Street in Philadelphia. Harry’s occupation is listed as a Secretary for a Meat Company. Matille 

Anna is 17, Marion Elizabeth is 10, Lillian Fay is 8, and Harry Forrest Jr. is 6. Addie Stearn and 

Grace White, both from Virginia, are listed as Servants. 27 

In May of 1912, The Gazette reported the attendance of Sallie and Harry with Matille Anna at 

the opening of The Arena. Louise Margaret, Her Royal Duchess of Connaught who was the 

daughter of Prince Friedrich Karl of Prussia was also in attendance. 28 
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According to The Gazette Matille Anna visited her grandmother, Mrs. Edwin F. Cook, and Mrs. 

H. S. Riding in Philadelphia in January of 1913. 29   Mrs. Ridings will be the future mother-in-law 

of Matille. 

In March of 1913, Marion Elizabeth hosted a Five Hundred Party for “not-outs”. Five Hundred, I 

learned, is a card game based on Euchre. “Not-Outs” is a cricket term. I had assumed it was 

relating to debutants, but I could not find the language confirming this. Lillian Faye and Sallie 

assisted Marion, according to the Social and Personal column in The Gazette. 30 

The Montreal Star reported Harry enjoying a night out with Marion and Lillian at The Arena for 

a horse show in May of 1914.31 

Matille Anna marries Horace S. Ridings Jr. in April 11, 1914 in Montreal at Congregational 

Emmanual.32 

The 1920 census brings us to St. Asaph’s Road in Bala, Lower Merion, Montgomery, 

Pennsylvania. The household now features nine residents. Harry is listed as a manufacturer of 

meats. Matille Anna is no longer listed as she has married in 1916. Marion Elizabeth is 20, Lillian 

Fay is 18, Harry Forrest Jr. is 16. Anna, Harry’s widowed mother lives with the family now as 

well as two maids, Sarah Duge of South Carolina, and Alice L. Jetter of Virgina. Joseph Pasquale 

of Italy is their chauffer. 33 

Sallie and Lillian spent a few weeks in Atlantic City together in August of 1921, according to The 

Philadelphia Inquirer, pre-wedding getaway for Lillian and her mother. 34 
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Lillian Faye married Montgomery Adams Simons at her parents’ home on St. Asaph’s Road in 

Bala. on November 21, 1921, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her sister, Marion, served as her 

maid of honor. 35 

Marion Elizabeth married Joseph Franklin Gaskill on September 29, 1923, at Church of the 

Savior in West Philadelphia.36  

Matille and Horace Ridings Jr. had a son, Horace Smith Riding III in 1918, a daughter, Matille 

Jean Ridings in 1920, and another son, Forrest Cook Riding in 1924.37 

Marion and Joseph Gaskill had a daughter named Marion Cook Gaskill in 1924 and a son, 

Joseph Franklin Gaskill Jr. in 1929.38 

Lillian and Montgomery Simons had one son named Montgomery Adams Simons Jr. in 192639 

Sallie attended a tea at the Women’s Missionary Society of the First Methodist Church in 

December of 1932, at the home of Ida P. Allen on Flamingo Drive, as reported by The Palm 

Beach Post. Interestingly, The Palm Beach Post is my hometown paper and Flamingo drive is 

about two miles from my current home.40 

Matille Prickett Cook died of arterio-sclerosis with a contributing factor of congestion or edema 

of the lungs, on February 10, 1938, at the age of 67 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.41 She is 

buried in West Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania.42 Harry Forrest Cook died 

March 25, 1944 in Philadelphia after suffering a heart attack while driving. He is also buried in 

West Laurel Hill Cemetery.43 
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Matille Ridings died on April 25, 1968.44 Marion Gaskill died on November 30, 1973.45 Lillian 

Simons died July 23, 1971.46  

Family Group Two 

Over in New Jersey, there’s an eight-year-old little girl named Violet Marie Genther. According 

to the 1910 census, Violet lives at 65 Marson Avenue in Wenonah, Gloucester with her father, 

Harry and her mother, Anna, and her 13-year-old sister, Mildred Louise. Harry works as a 

carpenter building houses. Harry is from Germany and Anna was born in Pennsylvania while 

both of their children were born in New Jersey. According to her baptism certificate, Violet was 

born on October 21, 1901.47 

According to the Gloucester County Democrat, Violet Marie performed in the Methodist 

Episcopal Sunday School’s Christmas Cantata as a singing “dolly painter”.48 In fifth grade, Violet 

won a prize for an essay she wrote concerning tobacco and alcohol use and was on the honor 

roll in sixth grade.49 Violet spends quite a lot of time visiting with her cousin, Catherine 

Meredith. They go back and forth to each other’s homes.50 

The 1920 census shows 18-year-old Violet still at home with her parents though Mildred had 

moved on and married to Carl Shultz in 1918. The family has moved to 32 Union Avenue. The 

whole household is working with Harry still a carpenter, Anna in millinery, and Violet as a clerk 

in the Railroad Office.51 

As of this wriing I do not, ajer exhausive search, which included contacing one living 

daughter-in-law and every living grandchild of Harry and Violet, have a definiive marriage date 
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or locaion of marriage for this couple. Violet was 28 at the ime of the 1930 census and 20 at 

the ime of her marriage which would put their wedding in 1921 -1922. The New Jersey State 

Archivist, Catherine Medich, suggested that perhaps they eloped to nearby Elkton, Maryland.  

 

Harry Forrest III was born to Harry Forrest Jr. and Violet Marie on April 7, 1922.52 A second son, 

Richard Genther would be born on October 29, 1925.53 And finally, Jack Ernest Cook would 

complete the family on May 6, 1927.54 All three sons were born in Camden, New Jersey.  

 

In 1930, Harry Forrest Jr. lives at 165 Carlisle Road in Audubon, Camden, New Jersey. He runs a 

business as a sign painter and supports a Violet, a homemaker, and their three children: Harry 

Forrest III or “Bud”is 7, Richard Genther is 4, and Jack Ernest is 2.55 

Harry Forrest Jr. is listed as a veteran. However, he is not a veteran according to the 1950 

census. He registered for the draj in 1941. 

 

In 1940 the census locates the Harry and Violet Cook residence at 11A Arnold Ave in Abington, 

Pennsylvania. Harry is working as a salesman for the Philadelphia Electric Company. This census 

tells us that Violet completed up to her junior year of high school. Harry Forrest III is 18, Richard 

Genther is 13, and Jack Ernest is 12.56 

 

Harry Forrest III registered for the draj in 1945. He was, at the ime a reired veteran at 23 ajer 

having served in World War II in the Marine Corp.57 
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Richard Genther met Jean Marian Hay while both were alending Abington High School. He was 

class president, she class secretary. Richard graduated high school in 1943, joined the Navy as a 

Machinist Mate Second Class and served during World War II at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. There, he 

found a Chrisian faith that would become his life’s work.58 Ajer his discharge, he married Jean 

Hay July 27, 1946, at Roslyn Presbyterian Church in Roslyn, Pennsylvania. Harry Forrest III served 

as best man.59 Jack Ernest was serving in the United States Army Constabulary in Germany.60 

 

The 1950 census shows Harry Forrest III and Dorothy Giroud living in Wilmington, Delaware. 

Harry is a contractor and Dorothy is a typist.61 

 

By the 1950 census, Harry Forrest Jr. and Violet Marie are empty nesters living at 19 Church 

Street, Upper Moreland, Pennsylvania. Harry Forrest Jr. is sill a salesman for the Philadelphia 

Electric Company and Violet, a homemaker.62 

 

Harry Forrest III and Dorothy Giroud had three children: Karen, Lisa, and Wendy.  

Harry Forrest Jr. had a heart alack and died while driving December 5, 1963. 89 He is buried in 

Hillside Cemetery in Roslyn, Pennsylvania.  

 

Richard and Jean had three children: Barbara Jean (1950), Richard Genther Jr. (1949), and Ellen 

Ruth(1954). Sadly, Richard Jr. was killed in a car accident at the age of 15 while the family was 

serving as missionaries on Theis Island, Briish Columbia. “Richie” is buried there.  Barbara and 

Ellen are alive and well and living in Gresham and Astoria, Oregon, respecively.63 
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Violet Marie Genther Cook died in Wilmington, Delaware on April 10, 1986. She had been living 

in an assisted living facility since 1978, suffering from advanced demenia.90 Her place of burial 

is unknown. I contacted all her living grandchildren and her one living daughter-in-law and there 

is no knowledge of a burial place. Perhaps she is buried with Harry Forrest Jr. but I do not have 

confirmaion that it is so.  

 

A lille over a month later, Harry Forrest III died on May 30, 1986 at the age of 64 of heart failure 

at Chrisiana Hospital in Wilmington, Delaware.64 

 

Richard Genther died July 31, 2003 in Greshem, Oregon.65 Jean Marion died May 17, 2017 also 

in Greshem, Oregon.66 

 

Family Group Three  

 

411 Moreland Road, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Florence and Joseph Wilson are throwing a 

going away party for their son, Joseph Jr. who is shipping out. Jack Ernest Cook, a friend of 

Joseph’s has been invited to the party. Jack Ernest sees a girl across the room and tells Joseph Jr. 

“I’m going to marry that girl.” The girl is Joseph Jr.’s sister, Lorraine Florence Wilson.67 

 

Lorraine Florence was born to Joseph Stevenson Wilson and Florence Mae Hunsberger 

November 4, 1927, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.68 
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In 1930, the Wilson family lives at 41 Ridge Road in West Rockhill, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

Lorraine lives here with her parents and her brother Joseph Jr. who is five years old. Joseph Sr. is 

listed as a merchant of farm produce. According to this census, neither Joseph Sr. nor Florence 

alended school, both are from Pennsylvania.69 

 

Lorraine Florence is 12 for the 1940 census. The family now lives at 32 Church Street in Upper 

Moreland. Lorraine is in 7th grade; her brother Joseph Jr. or “Joe” is 15 years old and in 10th 

grade. Daniel Wilson, Joseph Jr.’s 73-year-old father now lives with the family as well. This 

census tells us that Joseph Sr. completed up to 8th grade and Florence to 9th grade. Joseph Sr.’s 

occupaion is listed as “Huckster”.70 

 

In 1943, the Cook family moved to 411 Moreland Road in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.  

Lorraine Florence graduated Upper Moreland High School in 1945. She loves music and dancing. 

Her mother is deeply religious, and Lorraine is heavily involved in church aciviies. She 

performs in school plays.71  

 

Jack Ernest Cook alended Abington High School in Willow Grove and he likes girls and sports 

and hopes to be a drajsman. Lorraine and Jack have begun daing. Upon graduaion in 1945, 

much like his brother before him, Jack joins the army and is sent to Germany. As previously 

menioned, he serves in the Army constabulary. He writes Lorraine about 250 lelers while he is 

away.  
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When Jack returns, he and Lorraine are married, November 6, 1948, at the Willow Grove 

Methodist Church.73 

 

The 1950 census finds Jack and Lorraine living at 1372 Gillingham in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Lorriane is 22 and working as a Clerk -Typist for an insurance company. Jack is a Jet Drajer for 

Electric Appliances Company.74 

 

Thomas Ernest Cook was born to Jack and Lorraine on September 6, 1952, in Philadelphia.75  

 

Jack and Lorraine moved their new lille family to Kansas City, Missouri when Jack took a job 

with Wesinghouse Electric Co.76 Here in Kansas City, Paul Harry was born on September 24, 

1955,77 as well as David Joseph on April 22, 1960.78 

 

Just a couple months ajer David’s birth, Jack and Lorraine would move to 525 Floilla Road, 

North Palm Beach, Florida. 79 Built in 1959, it was one of the first homes in the Village of North 

Palm Beach. The Village was built to support the housing needs of the employees of the Pral & 

Whitney Aircraj Plant built in Palm Beach County in 1958.80 Tom, Paul, Dave, and I all grew up in 

this house. Jack would realize his dream of being a drajsman and would work for this company 

for the greatest porion of his life, unil reirement at the age of 65.  

 



 13 

Jack and Lorraine dove into life in Florida. All three boys went to the local public schools. They 

bought a boat, the boys and Jack joined the local chapter of Indian Guides, and they enjoyed 

the many social opportuniies offered by the North Palm Beach Country Club. Jack and Lorraine 

join Immanuel Presbyterian church in Lake Park, a neighboring town. They are heavily involved 

and become leaders, Jack as a Deacon and Lorraine, head of a Circle group, they deliver flowers 

and church programs and meals to shut ins and host missionaries in their home who are passing 

through town. Jack becomes an avid tennis player. 81 

 

Tom was in the first graduaing class of Palm Beach Gardens High School in 1970 Paul graduated 

from North Shore High School in 1973, and David graduated from North Shore High School in 

1978.82 

 

Tom married Deborah Adamson September 6, 1975.83 They have three children and three 

grandchildren and live in Orlando, Florida. David married Susan Bosse September 3, 1983. They 

have two children and live in Jupiter, Florida.84 

 

Paul brings us to me. Paul met Sheila McManus at North Shore High School. Paul and Sheila 

married December 22, 1973.85 I, Jennifer, was born April 7, 1974. Sheila graduated from North 

Shore High School in May, and I was their plus one!  

 

Though they tried, Paul and Sheila ended their marriage in 1978.86 I went to live with Jack and 

Lorraine. During this ime, Lorraine went to work at the Twin City Mall Sears department store 



 14 

in North Palm Beach. She worked in Ladies Fashion there for around 20 years, through a closing 

of one mall, to the opening of a new one, The Gardens in Palm Beach Gardens.  

 

When I was 12 years old, Jack and Lorraine started to drive me to North Carolina for summer 

camp. Ajer I married Gordon Anthony April 19, 1997, Jack and Lorraine sold 525 Floilla Road 

and started a new chapter in Maggie Valley, North Carolina. They lived there close to 15 years 

unil Jack began showing signs of demenia. They moved back to Juno Beach, Florida. They lived 

together in an apartment unil Lorraine could no longer care for Jack and he moved to assisted 

living in the same complex.87 

 

Jack died February 26, 2016, with Lorraine, David, and me by his side.87 Ajer, Lorraine spent the 

next years enjoying her friends and family. She loved a meal out and a good chat. The pandemic 

was very difficult for her as she was so social. However, she stayed well. She was diagnosed with 

cancer in 2021. It was an infecion and subsequent complicaions from her hospitalizaions and 

convalescence, however, that led to her death, August 4, 2022.88 She and Jack were cremated, 

and their remains are interred in Riverside Memorial Cemetery in Tequesta, Florida. Jack’s 

brother, Harry Forrest III’s wife Dorothy is sill alive at 101 years old and living in Sebasian, 

Florida. Dorothy Wilson, the wife of Lorraine’s brother Joseph celebrated her 98th birthday last 

year and lives in Cinnaminson, New Jersey.  

This project was challenging and rewarding. Through it, I have contacted distant relaives, some 

I’ve never met. It’s been a gij to talk to people who knew and loved my grandparents well and 

hear their stories.  



Pedigree Chart – Three Generations  
 
 
Father 
Name COOK, Jack Ernest 
Birthdate 6 May 1927 
Birthplace Camden, New Jersey 
Death Date 26 February 2016 
Death Place Juno Beach, Florida 
Marriage 
Date 

6 November 1948 

Marriage 
Place 

Willow Grove, Pennsylvania 

 
Mother 
Name WILSON, Lorraine Florence 
Birthdate 4 November 1927 
Birthplace Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Death Date 4 August 2022 
Death Place Juno Beach, Florida 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Father 
Name COOK, Harry Forrest Jr.   
Birthdate 20 July 1903 
Birthplace Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Death Date 5 December 1963 
Death Place Willow Grove, 

Pennsylvania 
Marriage 
Date 

1922 

Marriage 
Place 

 

 
Mother 
Name GENTHER, Violet Marie 
Birthdate 21 October 1901 
Birthplace Camden, New Jersey 
Death Date 8 April 1986 
Death Place Smyrna, Delaware 

 
Children 
Harry 
Forrest III 
Richard 
Genther 
Jack 
Ernest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Father 
Name COOK, Harry Forrest 
Birthdate 11 August 1869 
Birthplace Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Death Date 25 March 1944 
Death Place Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Marriage 
Date 

21October 1891 

Marriage 
Place 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 
Mother 
Name PRICKETT, Sallie Matille 
Birthdate 22 December 1870 
Birthplace Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Death Date 10 February 1938 
Death Place Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 
Children 
Matille Anna 
Marion Elizabeth 
Lillian Fay 
Harry Forrest Jr. 
 
 

 

Children 
Thomas Ernest 
Paul Harry 
David Joseph 
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